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THE FUTURE’S

In many ways, human life on this planet is better than it’s ever been. In many countries across the world, crime has been dropping steadily. This may
be due to better education, or perhaps to a reduction in extreme poverty In 2018, the proportion of the world’s population living in extreme poverty

fell to around 10%. With luck, no one will be living in this way within a few decades .

lam gg<i ad .Gldy dagpall gasaii allell clail o ¢na Jgall ga pis (na (uaa Gég ol ga Jaal asgil 1aa wle glwil)l 6L (Gphll ga pis (ua
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the one reason mentioned for the drop in crime rates worldwide ———> better education
he proportion of the world's population living in extreme poverty in 2018 was ——» around 10%
what might be the result of the reduction in extreme poverty in the future ——» no one will be living in extreme poverty within a few decades

How does the text describe the overall condition of human life on Earth ———» as better than it has ever been
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Technology is also making our lives easier and safer, and this trend is bound to continue. For example, driving is sure to become safer. Human error is
the key reason for most car accidents, and wellprogrammed driverless cars may save huge numbers of lives. Such cars are already a reality and are
going to become more common in the next few years. And finally, life expectancy is already higher than it’s ever been and as a result of better

medicine, people are likely to live until the age of 100

gyl Gaoall g eopdnt] 13111 glal icig damlhhadm_anJIJSg,oJIu.oUhnllduwmlc Jaiwy gf as§all ga alaiVll 1aag JLaii Liaglgisill
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The main reason for most car accidents is —— human error

How might technology help reduce car accidents in the future?

Technology, specifically well-programmed driverless cars, might help reduce car accidents by saving lives in the future
He advancement in medicine is ——» better medicine, which is expected to increase life expectancy

Life expectancy is expected to potentially rise to —— 100 years
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TERRIFYING !

We may have seen some improvement in poverty and crime in recent decades, but why assume that this pattern will continue? I'd argue that for
most people life is actually unlikely to get better. Advances in robotics and artificial intelligence will not only reduce the number of unskilled jobs
available, but will also eliminate semi-skilled jobs which can be done by a computer. By 2050, young people will have been trying, and failing, to get

a job for most of their ‘working’ lives! In 30 years’ time, a few lucky people will be rich and the rest of us will be poor.

asyiwall ga ulill @hsal duuilly ail agicl § jaiww haill laa gi gagiai lalal g<lg @&pdll agasll (nd dagjallg jaall (na gauaill gaeg Liaaud a8
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. ehyaa lia d18y ggsimg gui¢ grhghaall galadill s ggsim ol 30 098E tna 8yimall
The advancements mentioned arein — robotics and artificial intelligence
How might these advancements affect semi-skilled jobs by 20502
These advancements might eliminate semi-skilled jobs, as tasks done by these workers could be done by computers by 2050
by 2050 ——> young people might struggle to find jobs for most of their working lives.

What concern does the text raise about the future distribution of wealth?

The text raises the concern that in 30 years, a few people might be rich, while the rest could be poor.
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Within 20 years, we will have stopped fighting over oil — we’'ll be fighting over water instead, as global warming is certain to lead to more water
shortages.
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What is one reason mentioned for the decline in crime rates in many countries? | What does the author hope regarding extreme poverty in the

a) It will remain constant the future?

b) It will decrease significantly a) Improved healthcare

c) It will increase slightly b) Better education

d) It will disappear c) Increased urbanization

What technological advancement is mentioned as a way to make driving safer? d) Enhanced surveillance

a) Electric cars As of 2018, what was the proportion of the world's

b) Autonomous (driverless) cars living in extreme poverty?

¢) Advanced GPS systems a)5% c) 15%

d) Flying cars b) 10% d) 20%
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What is a primary cause of car accidents according to the text?
a) Poor road conditions

b) Human error

¢) Mechanicat failures

d) Weather conditions

What prediction is made about life expectancy?

a) It will decrease due to environmental factors

b) It will remain the same as now

c) It will increase, with many living to 100

d) It will decrease due to lifestyle diseases

What concern does the text raise about advances in robotics
and AI?

a) They will create more jobs

b) They will reduce the number of unskilled jobs

c) They will only eliminate manual labor

d) They will not have a significant impact on employment
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By 2050, what is predicted to happen to young people in terms of employment?
a) They will have abundant job opportunities

b) They will struggle to find jobs

c) They will start their own businesses

d) They will focus more on education

What does the text predict about wealth distribution in 30 years?

a) It will become more even

b) It will remain the same

c) A few will be rich while most will be poor

d) The middle class will expand

According to the text, what resource might people be fighting over within
20 years?

a) oil

b) Water

¢) Land

d) Food

@ Watermarkl




What does the text suggest about global warming's impact on natural

resources?

a) it will have no significant impact

b) It will lead to an abundance of resources

c) It will cause water shortages

d) it will cause a surplus of water

What trend is suggested about life expectancy?
a) It will decline due to new diseases

b) It will stay the same as today

c) It will increase due to better medicine

d) It will decrease due to unhealthy lifestyles
What is the primary reason given for why driverless cars may save lives?
a) They can drive faster than human drivers

b) They will be cheaper to operate

c) They can eliminate human error

d) They can communicate with other cars
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Which group is likely to face challenges due to automation according

to the text?

a) Skilled professionals

b) Semi-skilled workers

¢) Entrepreneurs

d) Retirees

What is the tone of the text regarding the future of employment?
a) Optimistic

b) Neutral

c) Pessimistic

d) Confused

What is one of the optimistic views expressed in the text?
a) The end of extreme poverty

b) The end of technological advancements

c) The increase in manual labor jobs

d) The decrease in life expectancy
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THEY NEED SAVING TOO!

It’s no accident that the symbol of the World Wide Fund for Nature is a giant panda. These animals are cute or beautiful, or both, and of course we
all want to save them. This popularity enables organisations such as the WWF to raise money to support a range of critically endangered species

However, less well-known or ‘exciting’ creatures are far more likely to become extinct because they don’t get enough attention from researchers.

3.030:0 .Lanlm!l 103 3y suhllig ._IigT{' 1 Igi dl10s Glilgyall asa .ddllaell 1ailill ga wnallell deuhll (gain jaj gl tna daan dlia gl
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Why is the giant panda used as a symbol by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)?
The giant panda is used as a symbol by WWF because it is a cute and beautiful animal, which makes it popular and easily recognizable.
What challenges do less popular or less ‘exciting' creatures face in terms of conservation?

ess popular or less 'exciting' creatures face the challenge of receiving less attention from researchers and the public, making them more likely to

become extinct.
How does the popularity of certain animals influence fundraising efforts for conservation?

The popularity of certain animals, like the giant panda, significantly influences fundraising efforts because these animals attract more public interest

and sympathy.
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Invertebrates (animals without a backbone) make up over 90% of all the creatures on Earth, but get only a tiny percentage of the money available to

protect our wild life. And what about those creatures that many people would find positively ugly?

With its tiny eyes, big mouth and slimy pink body, the blobfish is far from attractive. This marine creature lives deep in the ocean, where the pressure

is very high. As a result, it has tiny fins and no skeleton, which keeps it from being crushed by the water pressure.

asliall Jigalll ga 1aa dpen duwi wnle haa Jnai lai<ig (gajlll wnle dlaglaall g1as .a.nQO%a.nﬁST.lSuu’"’)t;nJﬁ.é:g.o.cag;gGUIggJJI(GQJI.&.é‘JI
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Invertebrates make up over ——» 90% of all creatures on Earth
The blobfish is considered unattractive due to its ——» tiny eyes, big mouth, and slimy pink body
What physical characteristics help the blobfish survive in its deep-sea environment ?

The blobfish has tiny fins and no skeleton, which helps it survive in the deep-sea environment by preventing it from being crushed by the high

water pressure.

The main reason invertebrates receive minimal conservation funding is —— that they are not as well-known or 'exciting' as other animals
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As a result, it has tiny fins and no skeleton, which keeps it from being crushed by the water pressure. Unfortunately, when fishing boats sweep the
ocean floor, looking for other fish and crustaceans, these fish can get swept into the nets accidentally. The threat faced by the pangolin, however, is

far from accidental.

Jpall gls anll Gjlgé autai Lasic « wll .clall han dhwlg lméauw ga lasiag Laa wnakc J$ia Iayal 3agy JIg dusn ilcj lagal «@lIal dayii
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Why does the fish have tiny fins and no skeleton?

The fish has tiny fins and no skeleton, which keeps it from being crushed by the water pressure?

They are more often targeted by poachers than any other animal in the world. Unique among mammals, it is covered in scales, like a reptile. They
may not look very cuddly or cute, but these scales are highly prised in traditional Chinese medicine, which has caused the population of pangolins in

China to fall by around 90% since the 1960s. Their scales protect them from their natural predators, but it’s simple for a poacher to just pick them up.

&s,g:gg;g.‘idl;ﬁmlgﬂlapiﬁ‘@illmélbﬁmgmﬁ«dgnﬂla,yLa.cg.ia.o&:,!}é‘ojwlumpidlg_nmidnﬁﬂlhnmlm L33 ggsi Lo Lule
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agéic Aia 90%

Why are these animals highly targeted by poachers?

These animals are highly targeted by poachers because they are covered in scales, which are highly prized in traditional Chinese medicine
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Other creatures become endangered precisely because people find them ugly. Take the aye aye for example. Found only on the island of Madagascar,
the aye aye is the world’s largest nocturnal primate. During the day they sleep in nests in the trees, coming out to hunt at night. They are solitary
creatures, furry, and unfortunately, the way they look means that they are traditionally considered an omen of bad luck. As a result, they are often

killed.

Jlaudlll (na giilisel (na ggaliy laill JUs. @llell ¢na iyl alyaill psi gag gadiéan dpja (ia haa ool il aags ool Ul Jliall Juww anle 33
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The aye-aye can be found onlyon — the island of Madagascar
What is unique about the aye-aye's daily activity?
The aye-aye is the world's largest nocturnal primate and sleeps during the day in nests in the trees, coming out to hunt at night

The aye-aye is often killed becausee itis —» traditionally considered an.omen of bad luck due to its appearance

@ ©® Watermarkl




What is the symbol of the World Wide Fund for Nature?
a) A tiger

b) A giant panda

) Alion

d) A whale

Why does the WWF focus on saving certain animals?

a) They are the most expensive to protect

b) They are the most endangered

c) They are cute or beautiful

d) They are the most common.

What percentage of all creatures on Earth are invertebrates?
a) 50%

b) 70%

c) 90%

d) 10%

e,g:n.n]l_jl,!j.ll

93Ul (ré (nayagill dulh 10l

What is the primary issue with invertebrates concerning wildlife protection?
a) They are too expensive to protect

b) They are not interesting enough

c) They receive very little funding

d) They are too difficult to find

What does the blobfish look like?

a) Attractive with large eyes

b) Cute with a small mouth

c) Ugly with tiny eyes, a big mouth, and a slimy pink body
d) Beautiful with a colorful body

Where does the blobfish live?

a) In shallow waters

b) In rivers

c) In deep ocean waters

d) In coral reefs

m @ Watermarkl
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What adaptation helps the blobfish survive in its habitat? What is the main threat to pangolins?

a) Large fins a) Natural predators

b) A strong skeleton b) Habitat loss

¢) Tiny fins and no skeleton c) Poaching for their scales

d) A thick layer of blubber d) Disease

Why are pangolins targeted by poachers Why are blobfish sometimes accidentally caught by fishing boats?
a) Their meat is valuable a) They swim close to the surface

b) Their scales are highly prized in traditional medicine b) They are attracted to fishing lures

c) They are easy to catch c) They get caught in nets while fishing for other species

d) They have large, valuable teeth d) They follow boats for food

What makes pangolins unique among mammals? By what percentage has the pangolin population in China fallen since the 1960?
a) They are the largest mammals a) 50

b) They have scales like reptiles b) 70%

c) They are nocturnal c) 80%

d) They live in large groups d) 90%

@ @ Watermarkl
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From: Farid Asmar
To: Customer Service
Subject: Reduce plastic!

I am writing to draw your attention to a pressing problem to which your stores are contributing significantly by their use of non-biodegradable
plastic packaging . Like many others, | am deeply concerned by the huge quantity of plastic used to package items which I simply do not require it.
We are told that since the 1950s the world has produced more than eight billion tonnes of plastic, of which around 80 percent has been thrown into

a landfill or left as waste in the general environment.

GUisIl Jia . Jaill Juléll e eliwl.aieil lmaladiwl JIB ga s pus J<iiu @s)alio @albwi @ala alsiiia wl] @sabiil aal Jali st aisi
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What is the main issue the writer is addressing ?

The writer is addressing the issue of the significant contribution of stores to environmental pollution by using non-biodegradable plastic packaging
How does the writer feel about the use of plastic for packaging?

The writer is deeply concerned about the huge quantity of plastic used for packaging items.

The world has produced — more than eight billion tonnes of plastic since the 1950s

percentage of the produced plastic has ended up in landfills or the environment —— Around 80 percent
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It is essential that we all take immediate action to prevent this. Much of this plastic is a result of unnecessary packaging. It is vital that this is
reduced as much as possible. Some supermarkets have managed to cut the amount of plastic packaging by using sustainable cardboard instead of

plastic, or simply by removing unnecessary plastic from tissue boxes, pizza boxes and other items

Gald glsalll jady 1a Julai 1 ¢rygpall ga dygpall pé dlieill 8arii ga eliiwllll 13a ga pisil @l gial d)ga lelp] legad 3aii gl rygpall ga.
00 wyguall e clyimiyll alljl @ub ge dbluy gi dyinlil ga Ja @lxiuall @gll @lxaiwl cyimiyl diei dpas Julai aysil Judlull sy

Jolisll ga lapcg ljiull Gaaling Jaaliall Gaalin
Why is it essential that immediate action is taken regarding plastic use?
It is essential because much of the plastic is unnecessary packaging, and it is vital to reduce this as much as possible to prevent environmental harm
What have some supermarkets done to reduce the amount of plastic packaging?

Some supermarkets have reduced plastic packaging by using sustainable cardboard instead of plastic or by removing unnecessary plastic from tissue

boxes, pizza boxes, and other items.
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I would ask you to investigate alternative forms of packaging for your products as a matter of urgency. In the meantime, perhaps the quickest way
to start to tackle this problem would be to sell fruit and vegetables without any extra packaging, creating a plastic-free aisle, where customers could

use paper bags or their own reusable containers.

ajjlh allwas @<ilaiial afieill dliay JISdi (na Guanill sia alhl gi agl @fjlha dliuwas @<ilaiial afieill alay JISGi gna Guanill @sia alhi gi agi
@laziwl Masll g€ay Cun «liwlll ga ool gga Glgpaillg aslgall giu ggsiu dliiall aaal (ranill (na caull déyph gpwi Lay «lifVl ada tnag
@ladiwll asleM alilall. JLa paa cbitilg @ualsl diiei_aailigl gi G)gll ga gulsi

The author considers it urgent to investigate alternative forms of packaging because ——» there is a need to reduce or eliminate the use of plastic

The author proposes a temporary solution — to sell fruit and vegetables without any extra packaging
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Around a third of consumers say that they base their buying decisions on ethical practices, so providing an opportunity to buy fruit and vegetables
plastic-free could help you to win over a large number of new customers. | urge you to consider these possible solutions very seriously, and do

everything in your power to reduce the amount of plastic you use in packaging, to protect the planet. | look forward to your response

3ay Cliwll ggas Glgpaallg asligall clpil. dnpa j1agi 1al «lpidl @aillé alail (na a1aU51 Glwjlaa wll ggaiiuy @ail gglgss «Masll &li ¢nliga
921 dlgpailig )4 J1agi @ailha ) ] @ad
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@Sy wnl] glhil
@uil a8 ALl galld ga
percentage of consumers base their buying decisions on ethical practices——» Around a third of consumers
How could providing plastic-free options help the company according to the text?
Providing plastic-free options could help the company win over a large number of new customers.

What does the author urge the recipient to do regarding plastic use?

The author urges the recipient to consider possible solutions seriously and to do everything in their power to reduce the amount of plastic used in

packaging, to protect the planet.
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A) Criticising my brother's driving is like a red rag to a bull. He'll lose his temper and you'll end up walking instead of getting a lift! The idiom
'like a red rag to a bull' is a useful way of describing something that is guaranteed to make another person angry, but where does it come
from? Well, it's common knowledge that the colour of blood makes bulls angry - that's why a matador's cape is red, right? Wrong: bulls are
actually colour-blind and it is the movement of the cape, and not its colour, that makes them charge at you. This is one of many common

myths about the walking, flying, swimming and crawling creatures with whom we share our beautiful planet

ails" (uallhnVl jueill |Jungi wile Jgnall ga Jlar quitall wl] Jlall ¢l ihadiiug abaci xéouw .)gil pasi agl ails awiy (iai dalia alaiil gl
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What does the idiom 'like a red rag to a bull' mean?

The idiom 'like a red rag to a bull' is a way of describing something that is guaranteed to make another person angry.

Why do people think that the color red makes bulls angry?

People think that the color red makes bulls angry because of the belief that the color of blood enrages bulls, and that’s why a matador’s cape is red.
Is it true that bulls are enraged by the color red?

No, it is not true. Bulls are actually color-blind. It is the movement of the cape, not its color, that makes them charge.
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B) The Idiom 'as blind as a bat' is often used to describe someone who can't find something that's right in front of them. However, even a
thorough search is unlikely to reveal a truly blind bat because in fact, all species in the bat family have eyes and are capable of sight. About
70% of the nocturnal animals use something called echolocation to navigate, but that doesn't mean they can't see. The remaining 30%,
mainly the larger species, can see well at night. Another bat myth is that they love human hair. While they are known to occasionally dive
towards people at high speed, scientific evidence shows that they are actually hunting insects and are not irresistibly attracted to your

beautiful long hair!

. . Y o . e . . ) 1 < £ & o \ . g ‘ \ \Il &
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What does the idiom 'as blind as a bat' mean?
The idiom "as blind as a bat' is often used to describe someone who can't find something that's right in front of them
Is it true that bats are completely blind?

No, it is not true. All species in the bat family have eyes and are capable of sight. About 70% of nocturnal animals, including bats, use echolocation to

navigate, but that doesn’t mean they can’t see.
What percentage of bats can see well at night without relying on echolocation?

About 30% of bats, mainly the larger species, can see well at night without relying on echolocation.
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C) The idiom 'to bury your head in the sand' means to ignore a problem in the hope that it will go away. The saying is based on the behaviour of
ostriches, known for using their beaks to dig holes in which to hide their head from enemies. The only problem is that this is not actually
normal ostrich behaviour. The myth that the world's largest birds do this is probably based on the writings of Pliny the Elder. He was a
famous Roman naturalist who suggested around two thousand years ago that ostriches imagine, when they have thrust their head and neck
into a bush, that the whole of their body is concealed. Considering ostriches are the fastest creatures on two legs and have a kick powerful
enough to kill a lion, they are much more likely to run or fight than try to hide.
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to bury your head in the sand —— ignore a problem in the hope that it will go away.

What behavior is the saying 'to bury your head in the sand' based on?

The saying is based on the behavior of ostriches, which are believed to use their beaks to dig holes in which to hide their heads from
enemies.

Is it true that ostriches bury their heads in the sand to hide from enemies?

No, it is not true. This behavior is a myth and is not actually observed in ostriches.

What is a more likely response of an ostrich when faced with danger?

Considering that ostriches are the fastest creatures on two legs and have a kick powerful enough to kill a lion, they are much more likely to

run or fight than to try to hide.
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D) Moving from underground to underwater, there are several common myths about marine creatures. Firstly, the idea that fish, and especially
goldfish, have a memory of just a few seconds is something people seem to remember, but ought to forget. Experiments suggest a fish's
memory is much better than that, and can be counted in months rather than seconds. Next, sharks and the disturbing idea that these
incredible predators can detect a single drop of blood in the water from miles around. True, though these often solitary hunters have poor
eyesight, they do have a highly developed sense of smell, with some species able to detect a single drop of blood in about 50 litres of water.
However, rather disappointingly (unless you're a tish or another of the shark's favourite food), their noses are not as sensitive as is generally

believed when it comes to blood.

a)s1a layal @igill ¢lawi anlag «Alawlll gi 654 (JIgl .ayadl GLifisll Jga a=ibill phlwYl ga agaell dlia wlall aai wll gyl aai ga JLaiill
lawld gSayg «l3 ga pisy Jaal dawll 8513 g el puisi gylaill .agauis gi uay <l @igysaly gulill gl gau et (na héa glgi ghyl jaiwi
1algn Jlial ga clall (na danlg @a dphd WLiisl aisay a=illl Glwyiaall ada gl Gacjall i5allg yinall Elawi wndlill. rilgill ga Jlay jadil
WwLiis glgiVll gasul g<ay un dulell jghia @b awls @aual gi vl

i dauen pn) @aal agS,!lnLsta,!:}dinJIa,pl,!njloi.aaTan‘o.éﬂlmlc‘a,pn
Gl Llaagil gla Jyipall ¢llawll

; N . - T s
MI( JLalV wia JSiug s ag .<lall ga il 50 wnliga wna danlg @a djha
-@ally paVl, .., is laaic lagac 3ai losa.wl.:.u:a

Al WAaa Lalsh gi @<aw s 13]

What is the common myth about goldfish that people tend to remember?

The common myth is that goldfish have a memory of just a few seconds.

How accurate is the myth about goldfish's memory according to experiments?

Experiments suggest that a goldfish's memory is much better and can be counted in minutes rather than seconds.
What ability do sharks have that is often exaggerated in myths?

Sharks are believed to detect a single drop of blood in water from miles around, but this is often exaggerated.
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E) Finally, let's head back to dry land where the insects and invertebrates live. Firstly, despite the rumours, earthworms do not actually become
two separate slimy worms if you split them in half. Only a limited number of earthworm species can survive such serious injury - only the
front half of the worm (where the mouth is located) is able to feed and so survive. Moving from zero to eight legs, you'll no doubt be relieved
and thankful that it's not true that over a lifetime people swallow a large number of spiders during their sleep. While sleeping, we make all
kinds of noises and movements that warn spiders of danger and prevent them from becoming unwanted furry snacks. So, armed with that

knowledge, | wish you a peaceful night's sleep, and if you are curious to learn more, there are plenty more myths connected to animals that

you can read about online.
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What happens to earthworms when they are split in half?

Contrary to popular belief, earthworms do not become two separate worms when split in half. Only the front half of the worm (where the mouth is

located) is able to survive.
How does the text describe the idea that people swallow spiders in their sleep?
The text describes this as a myth, reassuring that it is not true that people swallow a large number of spiders during their sleep.

What kind of noises and movements do we make while sleeping according to the text?

@ ©® Watermarkl




e,g:n.n]l_jl,!j.ll

93Ul (ré (nayagill dulh 10l

While sleeping, we make all kinds of noises and movements that warn spiders of danger and prevent them from becoming unwanted furry snacks.
What advice does the text give at the end?

The text advises readers to sleep peacefully and reassures them that there are many myths about animals that they can learn more about online.
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